g8                     MARLBOROUGH

At Oudenarde Marlborough showed his genius
for a type of contest entirely different from
Blenheim or Ramillies. He thrust his men into
line at the crucial points and shifted his troops
from left to right with consummate coolness of
judgment. But he owed much to the enemy's
mistakes. Contrary to all the canons of war, he
had been able to cross a river in face of a superior
enemy late in the afternoon after a long and tiring
march and by means of surprise win an over-
whelming victory.

When the battle of Oudenarde took place the
two armies were facing the wrong way;   the
Allies looked towards Holland, the French to-
wards France.   Afterwards the Allies were at last
over the French frontier, while the French, by
withdrawing towards Ghent, threatened the com-
munications between the Allied camp and the sea.
Marlborough now proposed a daring project to
Eugene, whose own troops had just joined him
to give them a united force of 100,000 men.   Let
them mask the French frontier fortresses and ad-
vance into the heart of France.   If they did so,
the French would be obliged to leave Ghent and
follow them.    But the plan was too bold for
Eugene.   So instead, Marlborough vainly tried to
move Vendome from Ghent by ravaging the
French provinces of Artois and Picardy.    The
Allies then laid siege to Lille, the biggest of the
French frontier fortresses and one of the largest
towns in France.   The French command of the
Bruges-Ghent canal made the obtaining of sup-
plies for the siege through Ostend a matter of
great difficulty.   However, convoys were brought